THOMAS CROMWELL
Thomas Cromwell is one of those figures
in history, not numerous, of which we may say
that they are never presented at their full stature.
He was, in his own line, a genius of the first
order, and fortune allowed him to play a part
of the first magnitude. He is the true creator
of the English Reformation, and therefore of
the general catastrophe which overwhelmed the
secure and ancient civilization of Christendom*
Yet for a dozen men who could tell you a
fair amount about his master, Henry VIII, or
about any other of the prominent figures of the
time there is barely one who could give you much
more than the name of Thomas Cromwell, or,
perhaps, add to it the fact that it was he who
undertook the destruction of the English monas-
teries.
What is still stranger, most people do not
connect him with the other famous Cromwell,
Oliver, though Oliver was his great-nephew.
But there is a reason for that: it has always paid
the official historians in England (and pretty
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